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REPLY BRIEF 



In response to the Examiner's Answer of May 9, 2008 Applicant hereby replies. 

103(a) rejection - Eisenschmidt in view of Kubo et al. 

The Examiner's Answer states that the abstract of Kubo et al. describes material 4b as 
a hard chrome plate film. Applicant respectfully disagrees as the reference should be given a 
fair reading for what it teaches. Kubo et al. discloses a metal layer consisting of seamless 
tubular product composed of nickel obtained by an electric casting method and a coated film 
composed of chromium for covering the tubular product. The nickel tube prepared by the 
electric casting is easily plastically deformed by a local stress and the formation of a chromium 
coated film on the surface of the nickel tube provides elasticity (page 10, paragraph [0021]). 
As such, Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner ' s position that Kubo et al discloses 



a hard chrome plate film as Kubo et al clearly teaches that the chromium coated film on the 
surface of the nickel tube provides a resilient surface and not a hard surface as featured in the 
present invention. Kubo et al further discloses in paragraph [0023] on page 11 that if the 
thickness of the chromium coated film is less than 0.01 mmm, the degree of elasticity may not 
be enough to prevent the tube from being easily plastically deformed by a local stress. Thus, 
Kubo et al. clearly discloses that it is crucial that the roller has a resilient surface, but fails to 
direct the person of ordinary skill in the art toward a roller having a hard outer surface that is 
supported by an elastic surface as featured in the claimed combination. 

As to the other points raised in the Examiner's Answer these are already addressed in 
Appellant's Appeal Brief filed March 31, 2008. 

For all the above reasons and those stated in Appellant's Appeal Brief, the Board is 
respectfully requested to overturn the rejections in the last Office Action. 

Further action on the merits is respectfully requested. 
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